
 MEMORANDUM                 
 

    
 
 

TO:  SLDMWA Board of Directors, Alternates 

FROM:  Andrew Garcia, Senior Civil Engineer 

DATE:  May 31, 2019  

RE:  Westside‐San Joaquin Integrated Regional Water Management Grant 
Application Activities and Approval 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
 

 Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) is an effort to identify and implement 
water management solutions on a regional scale. 

 Self‐identified  regions  implement water management  solutions  for  their  regions, with 
regional water managers, who are organized  into  regional water management groups 
(RWMGs) taking the lead.  RWMGs develop and adopt IRWM plans for their regions. 

 The Westside‐San Joaquin IRWM region spans the service areas for twenty‐three of the 
Water Authority’s  twenty‐eight member  agencies.    The  boundary  for  this  region was 
established by the Authority  in 2001 as part of the  initial Westside‐San Joaquin  IRWM 
Plan (IRWMP). 

 The Westside‐San Joaquin IRWM is trans‐boundary, laying between both the San Joaquin 
River Hydrologic Basin and funding area as well as the Tulare Lake Hydrologic Basin and 
funding area. 

 The San Joaquin River Basin encompasses all or portions of twelve (12) regions and plans 
including the Westside‐San Joaquin. 

 The Tulare Lake Basin encompasses all or portions of seven (7) regions and plans including 
a significant portion of the Westside‐San Joaquin. 

 IRWM  plans  provide  the means  to  ensure  the  needs  of  disadvantaged  communities 
(DACs) and their water supply and water quality issues are being met.  A DAC is defined 
as a community, including cities, towns or counties that has an annual median household 
income that is less than 80 percent of the statewide annual median household income. 

 The Prop 1  IRWM  Implementation Grant Program  (Round 1 and Round 2) will be  the 
primary source of funds available to the Water Authority as the RWMG for the region.  
DWR  has  released  the  Proposal  Solicitation  Process  outlining  the  requirements  for 
applications  for  grant  funding,  applications  are being prepared  and will be  submitted 
beginning in November 2019. 

 

THE WATER AUTHORITY’S ROLE 
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 The Water Authority is the RWMG for the Westside‐San Joaquin IRWM region, and serves 
as  the  final decision‐making body  for  the region.    Its decisions are  informed by Water 
Authority steering committees, general public stakeholders, and ad‐hoc working groups. 

 The Water Authority contracted with Woodard & Curran to complete the 2018 WIWRP 
update and prepare and submit a grant application in the San Joaquin River Funding Area.  

 The Water Authority  contracted with  EKI Water &  Environment,  Inc.  to  prepare  and 
submit a grant application in the Tulare Kern Funding Area.  

 Having an adopted IRWM Plan is required in order to submit a grant application for 2018 
Prop 1  IRWM  Implementation funding. The Plan update was adopted by the Authority 
Board of Directors and approved by DWR. 

 The Water Authority will enter into Agreements with the State for each Funding Area if 
and when grant funding is awarded for the local projects. 
 
 

2018 IMPLEMENTATION GRANT  
 

 The  Integrated Regional Water Management Grant Program  is designed  to encourage 
integrated regional management of water resources and provide funding for projects that 
support integrated water management planning and implementation.  

 The Round 1 Implementation Grant solicitation is set to award approximately $21 Million 
and $23 Million for the San Joaquin River and Tulare/Kern Funding Area, respectively. 

 The Round 1 Implementation Grant solicitation also sets aside funding for projects that 
directly benefit Disadvantaged Communities, $3.1 Million and $3.4 Million  for  the San 
Joaquin River and Tulare‐Kern Funding Area respectively. 

 The San Joaquin River Funding Area grant funding will be split by the  individual  IRWM 
RWMGs and the Westside San Joaquin will receive $3,427,791. 

 The  Tulare‐Kern  Funding  Area  grant  funding will  be  distributed  under  a  competitive 
process and the application will seek to receive the full amount described above. 

 Projects included in the applications respond to climate change and contribute to regional 
water  self‐reliance.  The  applications  include  groundwater  recharge  projects,  Aquifer 
Storage  and  Recovery  projects,  improvements  to  water  distribution  infrastructure 
including delivery lines and pumping plants, and recycled water projects. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommend the Water Authority Board authorize the submittal of both grant applications 
and authorize the Executive Director to execute both State Agreements, if funding is awarded for 
each Funding Area. The cost of these applications and grant administration will be paid only by 
the participating agencies under the IRWM Activity Agreement and Memoranda of Agreements. 



SAN LUIS & DELTA-MENDOTA WATER AUTHORITY 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-___ 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR THE 2018 

INTEGRATED REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT IMPLEMENTATION 

GRANT ON BEHALF OF THE TULARE-KERN FUNDING AREA AND EXECUTION 

OF AGREEMENT WITH THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF WATER 

RESOURCES 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution 2019-442, adopted March 7, 2019, the Board of 

Directors of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority (the “Board” and the “Water 

Authority,” respectively) executed of the Westside-San Joaquin Integrated Regional Water 

Management (“IRWM”) Activity Agreement (“IRWM Activity Agreement”) for IRWM planning 

activities. 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to one of the IRWM Activity Agreement, the Water Authority is 

assisting the Westside-San Joaquin IRWM Region (“Region”) stakeholders with the processes of 

developing an “Integrated Regional Water Management Plan” (“Plan”), preparing and 

administering grant applications and funding, coordinating disadvantaged community (“DAC”) 

involvement, assisting with Regional Projects or Regional Programs, and coordinating the 

preceding activities among entities and programs in the region. 

 
WHEREAS, the current Proposition 1 IRWM Implementation Grant Program is the 

primary source of funds available to the Water Authority as the Regional Water Management 

Group for the Region, and the Region spans two separate hydrologic region-based Funding Areas: 

the San Joaquin River funding area and the Tulare-Kern funding area. 

 
WHEREAS, certain Water Authority members that have executed the IRWM Activity 

Agreement and other Water Authority members that are involved in Region activities, along with 

non-member participants and severely disadvantaged communities within the Tulare-Kern funding 

area of the Region (collectively the “Participants”) desire to have the Water Authority file an 

application that seeks the award of a 2018 Integrated Regional Water Management Implementation 

Grant pursuant to the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 (Water 

Code §797000 et seq.) (the “Grant Application”). 
 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the Grant Application will include a proposal or 

proposals for projects developed by participating Water Authority member agencies and non-

member participants; Westlands Water District, City of Huron, and Pleasant Valley Water District  

(the “Local Project Sponsors”). 

 
WHEREAS, for those Participants that would benefit from an awarded grant and in 

anticipation of the Water Authority receiving a grant, the Water Authority will enter into 

agreements with those Participants obligating them to fulfill grant obligations as Local Project 



Sponsors, including but not limited to the obligation to evaluate the environmental effects of their 

proposed projects under the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) and to provide local 

cost shares. 

 
WHEREAS, Water Authority Senior Civil Engineer Andrew Garcia will serve as the 

Grant Program Manager for purposes of the Grant Application and any grant awarded pursuant to 

the Application. 

 
WHEREAS, the Water Authority will engage consultants to prepare data, conduct 

investigations, and coordinate with Participants in order to submit the Grant Application, and to 

negotiate and execute any grant agreement with the California Department of Water Resources 

(“DWR”) pursuant to the Grant Application. 

 

WHEREAS, the member agencies and non-member agencies that have executed the 

IRWM Activity Agreement have approved budgets and assumed responsibility, as appropriate, for 

costs incurred by the Water Authority in preparing and submitting specific grant applications and 

administering grant contracts, including costs for preparing the Grant Application and associated 

with the Grant Program Manager. 

 
WHEREAS, authorizing (1) preparation and filing of the Grant Application and (2) all 

steps that are reasonably convenient or necessary to receive the grant, do not constitute a project 

or projects under CEQA because the proposed actions represent administrative activities of the 

Water Authority that will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment 

(Section 15378(b)(5) of the CEQA Guidelines); further, where it can be seen with certainty that 

there is no possibility that the proposed action in question may have a significant effect on the 

environment, the proposed action is not subject to CEQA (Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA 

guidelines); further, should any grant be awarded, the Participants shall be responsible to conduct 

CEQA reviews for their respective projects. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The facts stated in the recitals above are true and correct, and the Board so 

finds and determines. 

Section 2. The Board hereby authorizes the Executive Director or his designee to take 

all steps required to prepare and file the Grant Application, including but not limited to, engaging 

consultants, preparing or causing to be prepared the necessary data, conducting investigations and 

executing certifications in support of the Application. 

Section 3. In the event the Water Authority is awarded a grant or grants based on the 

Grant Application, the Executive Director or his designee is further authorized and directed to take 

all steps that are reasonably convenient or necessary to receive the grant, including but not limited 

to (1) negotiating and executing a grant agreement with DWR and (2) negotiating and executing 

an agreement or agreements with Participants to govern the disbursement of grant money. 



PASSED and ADOPTED this 6th day of June, 2019. 

 

           

     Cannon Michael, Chairman 

 

Attest: 

 

    

Federico Barajas, Secretary 



***** 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution No. 2019-_ was duly and regularly adopted 

by the Board of Directors of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority at the meeting thereof 

held on the 6th day of June, 2019. 

 

 

 

    

Federico Barajas, Secretary 



SAN LUIS & DELTA-MENDOTA WATER AUTHORITY 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-___ 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR THE 2018 

INTEGRATED REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT IMPLEMENTATION 

GRANT ON BEHALF OF THE SAN JOAQUIN RIVER FUNDING AREA AND 

EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT WITH THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 

WATER RESOURCES 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution 2019-442, adopted March 7, 2019, the Board of 

Directors of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority (the “Board” and the “Water 

Authority,” respectively) executed of the Westside-San Joaquin Integrated Regional Water 

Management (“IRWM”) Activity Agreement (“IRWM Activity Agreement”) for IRWM planning 

activities. 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the IRWM Activity Agreement, the Water Authority is assisting 

the Westside-San Joaquin IRWM Region (“Region”) stakeholders with the processes of 

developing an “Integrated Regional Water Management Plan” (“Plan”), preparing and 

administering grant applications and funding, coordinating disadvantaged community (“DAC”) 

involvement, assisting with Regional Projects or Regional Programs, and coordinating the 

preceding activities among entities and programs in the region. 

 
WHEREAS, the current Proposition 1 IRWM Implementation Grant Program is the 

primary source of funds available to the Water Authority as the Regional Water Management 

Group for the Region, and the Region spans two separate hydrologic region-based Funding Areas: 

the San Joaquin River funding area and the Tulare-Kern funding area. 

 

WHEREAS, certain Water Authority members that have executed the IRWM Activity 

Agreement and other Water Authority members that are involved in Region activities, along with 

non-member participants and severely disadvantaged communities within the San Joaquin River 

funding area of the Region (collectively the “Participants”) desire to have the Water Authority file 

an application that seeks the award of a 2018 Integrated Regional Water Management 

Implementation Grant pursuant to the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act 

of 2014 (Water Code §797000 et seq.) (the “Grant Application”). 

 
WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the Grant Application will include a proposal or 

proposals for projects developed by participating Water Authority member agencies Central 

California Irrigation District, Del Puerto Water District, West Stanislaus Irrigation District, and 

Westlands Water District (the “Local Project Sponsors”). 

 
WHEREAS, for those Participants that would benefit from an awarded grant and in 

anticipation of the Water Authority receiving a grant, the Water Authority will enter into 

agreements with those Participants obligating them to fulfill grant obligations as Local Project 



Sponsors, including but not limited to the obligation to evaluate the environmental effects of their 

proposed projects under the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) and to provide local 

cost shares. 

 
WHEREAS, Water Authority Senior Civil Engineer Andrew Garcia will serve as the 

Grant Program Manager for purposes of the Grant Application and any grant awarded pursuant to 

the Application. 

 
WHEREAS, the Water Authority will engage consultants to prepare data, conduct 

investigations, and coordinate with Participants in order to submit the Grant Application, and to 

negotiate and execute any grant agreement with the California Department of Water Resources 

(“DWR”) pursuant to the Grant Application. 

 

WHEREAS, the member agencies and non-member agencies that have executed the 

IRWM Activity Agreement have approved budgets and assumed responsibility, as appropriate, for 

costs incurred by the Water Authority in preparing and submitting specific grant applications and 

administering grant contracts, including costs for preparing the Grant Application and associated 

with the Grant Program Manager. 

 
WHEREAS, authorizing (1) preparation and filing of the Grant Application and (2) all 

steps that are reasonably convenient or necessary to receive the grant, do not constitute a project 

or projects under CEQA because the proposed actions represent administrative activities of the 

Water Authority that will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment 

(Section 15378(b)(5) of the CEQA Guidelines); further, where it can be seen with certainty that 

there is no possibility that the proposed action in question may have a significant effect on the 

environment, the proposed action is not subject to CEQA (Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA 

guidelines); further, should any grant be awarded, the Participants shall be responsible to conduct 

CEQA reviews for their respective projects. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The facts stated in the recitals above are true and correct, and the Board so 

finds and determines. 

Section 2. The Board hereby authorizes the Executive Director or his designee to take 

all steps required to prepare and file the Grant Application, including but not limited to engaging 

consultants, preparing or causing to be prepared the necessary data, conducting investigations, and 

executing certifications in support of the Application. 

Section 3. In the event the Water Authority is awarded a grant or grants based on the 

Grant Application, the Executive Director or his designee is further authorized and directed to take 

all steps that are reasonably convenient or necessary to receive the grant, including but not limited 

to (1) negotiating and executing a grant agreement with DWR and (2) negotiating and executing 

an agreement or agreements with Participants to govern the disbursement of grant money. 



PASSED and ADOPTED this 6th day of June, 2019. 

 

           

     Cannon Michael, Chairman 

 

Attest: 

 

    

Federico Barajas, Secretary 



***** 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution No. 2019-_ was duly and regularly adopted 

by the Board of Directors of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority at the meeting thereof 

held on the 6th day of June, 2019. 

 

 

 

    

Federico Barajas, Secretary 


